Willingness to pay for praziquantel treatment in a hyperendemic community of Ogun State, Nigeria.
Schistosomiasis is highly endemic in Nigeria. However, very little is known about the usage and social marketing of praziquantel in the control of schistosomiasis in endemic communities and on the persons willingness to pay for the drug to support its extensive use and thus aid control efforts in Nigeria. The study examined the willingness of people in a hyperendemic community, to pay for treatment with praziquantel before and after provision of the drug, with a view to assess the feasibility of achieving widespread coverage. Data were collected through focus group discussions among household heads and other adult family members and through the use of a questionnaire to survey household heads in Imala-Odo, a community hyperendemic for schistosomiasis, in southwest Nigeria. The main outcome measure was the respondents' willingness to pay for schistosomiasis treatment. The results showed that in contrast to the 92.3% of respondents who expressed willingness to buy the drug in the preintervention study, only 46.5% actually purchased the drug during intervention for the treatment of their infected household members. The respondents' level of education, occupation, and income influenced their willingness to pay (P<.05). Statistical tests showed that those willing to pay for treatment had a higher income score than those unwilling to do so. Most respondents preferred their community head and reliable persons chosen by the community as convenient outlets for drug distribution. The number of household members respondents were willing to treat increased from 4 to 6 at N320.00 (US $2.52) in the preintervention and postintervention phases, respectively. Gender factor was found to influence the respondents' perceived average treatment cost; the females wanted N300.00 (US $2.36) against N100.00 (US $0.79) among the males. Efforts need to be made and sustained to ensure that all families can afford to praziquantel drug to achieve the ultimate goal of controlling the infection in endemic communities of Nigeria.